
Color Isolation: Digital Image Pro 9 
By LaWanna Desjardin 

lawanna@addictedtodigital.com 

 

One of the most popular techniques in digital scrapbooking is to make a color photo 

black and white, leaving only portions of it in color to draw attention to an object or 

person. This tutorial will show the simple steps to achieve this look.  

 

1. Open your photo. To preserve the original you need to make a copy of it. Choose 

File/Save As. Give your photo a new name and choose Save.  

2. Now choose the layer that your photo is on. Duplicate this layer by choosing 

Edit/Duplicate (Cntrl+D). Now you should have two identical photos in the stack. 

3. Choose the top photo in the stack. Choose Effects/ Black and White from the tool 

bar. Your screen should resemble this. Notice the stack and the order of the 

layers.

 
 

4. Now you are going to erase parts of the black and white layer, revealing the color 

photo beneath. Making sure the black and white layer is selected choose 

Effects/Transparency/Transparency Brush.  

 

5.  Use the zoom options bar to zoom in close to the object you want to be in color. 

Choose a small sized brush and soft edge to outline the object first. Then you can 

switch to a larger brush and hard edge to fill it in. I used a transparency of 100 



percent but you can experiment with this for a variety of results. Click and drag 

the mouse to erase the image. When you have finished, click Done. 

 
 

6. Now you should have an image like this one. Notice how the top layer in the stack 

appears.  

          


